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Prompt 1

a photo of the beautiful courtyard and exterior walls of an ancient Persian
palace with intricate carvings, surrounded by green water features, and a
small garden filled with flowers, captured in natural daylight, showcasing
its rich historical architecture style. The photograph is taken from front
view. --ar 53:36

Prompt 2

A photo of the front view architecture and design beauty of an ancient
persian building with intricate carvings, with green water in its courtyard.
The building has arched windows and doors, decorated with ornate
patterns and designs. There is also a small pond or fountain at one end of
it, adding to the overall elegance of the structure. In background there are
some flowers on ground, and sky blue color. . Shot by Canon EOS R5 F2
1SO30 8mm lens, high resolution photography --ar 53:36

Prompt 3

an iranian palace with beautiful architecture, water features and gardens,
the building is covered in intricate geometric patterns, there's an intricately
carved archway at one end of its long facade, a small pond surrounded by
flowers can be seen near it, there's another small garden nearby with some
trees and shrubs, --ar 53:36

Prompt 4

The beautiful palace of the polish nobleman in iran, with its intricately
carved arches and intricate geometric patterns adorning every surface, is
surrounded by lush gardens that blend seamlessly into an endless expanse
of greenery. The architecture reflects traditional Persian design elements,
while also incorporating unique architectural styles from various cultures
such as Gothic, medieval or renaissance influences. In front there's small
pond with two metal balls floating on it. --ar 53:36
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Prompt 1

The historic house in the center of Kandahar has been transformed into an
award-winning boutique hotel with modern, minimalist architecture and rich
historical charm. The building is decorated with intricate Islamic patterns on
its arches and windows, while tables set up outside showcase traditional
Kabuli dining sets. This classic courtyard houses various rooms for visitors
to enjoy their leisure time amidst ancient elegance.

Prompt 2

Design an exterior view of the old traditional house in Khorasan, with
arches and arched windows on three sides, dining tables set up for people to
have lunch outside, an open courtyard in front of it, with some green plants
growing inside. The walls feature intricate geometric patterns, in earthy
tones of beige or light brown. In daylight, the building appears warm and
inviting, embodying the style of ancient Persian architecture. It is located at
Fazal Street No. 5940 in Penciler Tower.

Prompt e 3

A historical house in the city of Khorramabad, Fars Province has been
transformed into an elegant and modern hotel with ancient architecture,
featuring arched windows and doors, traditional floral patterns on its walls,
tables set up for dining outside, surrounded by lush greenery under clear
blue skies. The interior is decorated in earthy tones with soft lighting,
creating an atmosphere that reflects both history and luxury. [focus stacking,
front view, wide shot]

Prompt 4

An ancient-style hotel in the city of Kandahar, with architecture featuring
large arched windows and tables set up for dining outside on an open
courtyard terrace. The building exhibits Persian architectural elements, such
as stone walls, carved wooden doors, a flat roof, and Persian tiles, giving it a
historic appearance

Prompt 1

Photo of a historical house in Kish Island, Fars Province with an ancient
architecture and intricate windows overlooking the courtyard and
surrounding buildings, showcasing its rich history and cultural significance.
The building is made from traditional Middle Eastern materials such as
plastered walls and arched doorways. It has three stories with large arches at
each level, creating tall ceilings that allow for natural light to filter through,
creating a warm atmosphere inside. --ar 97:58

Prompt

An old and beautiful house in the center of Khos, Persian architecture with
many arches, an open courtyard at its center, balcony windows on all floors.
The building is very tall and has three stories. --ar 97:58
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Prompt 3

A historical building in Kashan, Isfahan with traditional architecture and
arches, featuring an open courtyard for social gatherings and arched
windows on the second floor. The house has multiple doors leading to
different rooms. It is built of beige plastered walls and wooden frames.
There's greenery around it, creating a serene atmosphere. --ar 97:58

Prompte 4

Photo of the Alawi Kuli Aghli historic house in the center of Gulpaygan,
Qazvin, Iranian architecture with a courtyard and tall windows, intricate
carvings on the walls, a historical-style villa with arched doorways and
wooden window frames, greenery outside the building, a blue sky
background, a historical mood, a historical photo, a wide-angle shot,
architecture photography, architectural marvels. --ar 97:58

Prompt

A traditional Persian house with an arched courtyard and water feature,
featuring symmetrical architecture. --ar 128:91

Prompt 2

The complex of the historical house in Kford, next to its small water mirror
courtyard, has an ancient and historic architecture that reflects traditional
Iranian style with elements such as arched windows, wooden doors, and
decorative stonework on columns and arches. The structure is covered by
three-story buildings with large flat roofs. There's no one inside at all, and it
feels like a place where time stands still. This unique building was built
during the "Updol Heart" year 2034. --ar 128:91

Prompt 3

A traditional historical house in the city of Kolahan, Fars Province with an
open courtyard and water features, featuring arched windows and decorative
tiles on its exterior walls. The building's architecture is inspired by ancient
Persian design elements such as intricately carved wooden doors, large
arches, and flat roofs. In front of it lies a rectangular pool filled with clear
greenish-blue waters that reflect the sunlight, adding to the serene
atmosphere of this historic structure. --ar 128:91

Prompt 4

The courtyard of the historical Iranian house is surrounded by three-story
buildings with arched windows and doors, a long pool in front filled with
water reflecting an ancient building, historical architecture, large arches on
two sides, wooden shutters, and tall towers at each corner of the structure.
The photo was taken from behind the swimming area. In some places, small
greenery covers parts of it. It's sunny outside, and the blue sky can be seen
above. Shot using a Canon EOS R5 camera. --ar 128:91
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Extended Abstract

Aims: Recent advances in generative artificial intelligence have created new opportunities for architectural
visualization and conceptual design. Among these technologies, text-to-image models such as Midjourney are
increasingly used to generate architectural images from textual descriptions. Despite their expanding application in
architectural education, research, and professional practice, limited attention has been given to the linguistic
mechanisms through which these systems interpret and represent culturally specific architectural identities. Iranian
architecture, characterized by rich spatial traditions, symbolic forms, climate responsiveness, and distinctive aesthetic
principles, provides a valuable context for examining how artificial intelligence translates architectural concepts into
visual representations. This study aims to analyze the linguistic structure of prompts used to generate images of Iranian
architecture in text-to-image models, with particular emphasis on Midjourney. The research seeks to identify the
linguistic logic underlying the representation of Iranian architecture in these systems and to clarify the role of prompt
engineering in either preserving or diminishing the architectural identity of Iran within Al-generated visual outputs.

Methods: This study was conducted using a qualitative—analytical approach with an applied orientation. Data
collection was carried out through Midjourney’s Describe feature, which generates textual descriptions for uploaded
images and reveals how the model interprets architectural visual content. To construct the research dataset, four selected
images representing characteristic examples of Iranian architecture were chosen. These images depicted recognizable
architectural features commonly associated with Iranian architectural heritage, including traditional spatial
configurations, arches, ornamental details, and culturally significant design elements. For each image, four textual
descriptions were generated using the Describe function, resulting in a total of sixteen textual prompts that constituted
the primary dataset of the study.

The collected prompts were examined using qualitative content analysis. Keywords, recurring expressions, descriptive
patterns, and conceptual references were identified and systematically coded. Through iterative comparison and
categorization, the extracted concepts were organized into broader thematic groups. The analysis focused on identifying
the internal structure of the generated descriptions and the linguistic components that repeatedly appeared across
different prompts. Based on these findings, an analytical framework based on linguistic layers was developed to explain
how architectural meaning is constructed through prompt language and how these linguistic structures influence the
visual outputs generated by the Al system.
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Findings: The findings indicate that prompts related to Iranian architecture generally follow a relatively consistent
linguistic and descriptive pattern. Although wording varied across individual prompts, the generated descriptions
repeatedly emphasized a set of architectural, environmental, and visual characteristics that function as identity markers
of Iranian architecture. The extracted components were classified into seven principal layers: spatial concept, spatial
organization, architectural elements, materials, landscape elements, lighting and environmental conditions, and
viewpoint or image-rendering style.

The spatial concept layer describes the overall atmosphere, typology, and identity of the architectural environment. The
spatial organization layer refers to the arrangement of spaces, circulation patterns, and hierarchical relationships among
architectural components. Architectural elements include features such as arches, domes, iwans, columns, and
ornamental surfaces. The materials layer highlights commonly referenced materials and textures, including brickwork,
tile decoration, and plaster ornamentation. Landscape elements encompass gardens, vegetation, courtyards, and water
features that contribute to the spatial composition of Iranian architectural environments. The lighting and environmental
conditions layer addresses sunlight, shadow, climate-related qualities, and atmospheric effects. Finally, the viewpoint or
image-rendering style layer relates to camera angle, perspective, framing techniques, and digital visualization
characteristics.

The analysis also demonstrated that Midjourney relies heavily on recognizable architectural markers when representing
Iranian architecture. Features such as repetitive arches, geometric ornamentation, reflective water pools, and traditional
garden elements frequently appeared across the generated descriptions. This pattern suggests that the model tends to
construct visual interpretations primarily through widely recognizable symbolic features rather than through deeper
cultural, social, and spatial complexities embedded within the architectural tradition.

Conclusion: The study demonstrates that the linguistic structure of prompts plays a decisive role in shaping
Al-generated representations of Iranian architecture. The formulation and structuring of prompts directly influence
which architectural characteristics, spatial logics, environmental qualities, and cultural references are emphasized in the
resulting images. Consequently, prompt engineering functions as a critical factor in determining whether Al-generated
outputs preserve meaningful aspects of Iranian architectural identity or reduce them to simplified visual stereotypes. A
deeper understanding of the linguistic logic embedded within these systems can assist architects, researchers, and
designers in developing more informed and culturally sensitive approaches to Al-assisted design. Furthermore,
awareness of the layered linguistic structure of prompts may contribute to more accurate, context-aware, and
identity-conscious representations of Iranian architecture within emerging generative design environments.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Artificial Intelligence in Architecture, Prompt Engineering, Iranian Facade,
Midjourney.
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