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Extended Abstract

Problem and Objectives: In architectural education, studio-based courses constitute the main arena
in which students learn to transform theoretical knowledge, technical competence, spatial
perception, cultural understanding, and design judgment into architectural propositions. Although
design studios in Iranian universities share the general mission of educating future architects, their
structure, thematic sequence, supporting courses, technical orientation, and assessment patterns vary
considerably. These differences are not merely administrative or quantitative; they express distinct
educational philosophies regarding what an architect should know, how design ability should be
formed, and how theory, culture, technology, and professional practice should be integrated within
undergraduate education. This study examines the structure and content of studio-based
architectural courses in three leading Iranian universities: the University of Tehran, Shahid Beheshti
University, and Iran University of Science and Technology. Its objective is to clarify how each
university organizes the gradual formation of design competence, how studio courses are connected
to theoretical, historical, technical, and elective courses, and how these arrangements shape the
educational identity of each school. The study also seeks to identify shared capacities, structural
divergences, and transferable lessons that may contribute to the revision of architectural education
in Iran.

Research Question: The central research question is as follows: how do the qualitative and
quantitative differences in the organization and content of studio-based architectural courses in the
three universities shape their educational approaches and affect the type of architect each program
seeks to train? This question is addressed through several subsidiary concerns. First, the research
asks how design studios are sequenced from introductory exercises to advanced architectural
projects and final design work. Second, it investigates how theoretical courses support or remain
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separate from the design studio. Third, it examines whether each curriculum privileges conceptual
and spatial thinking, social and contextual engagement, or technical and professional preparation.
Finally, it asks whether the diversity among these programs represents a productive plurality of
educational identities or whether the absence of an integrated framework may produce
fragmentation in architectural knowledge, design culture, and competence.

Research Method: The research is qualitative, analytical, and comparative, while also using
quantitative indicators to clarify curricular differences. It is based on documentary analysis of
official undergraduate architectural curricula, approved course syllabi, semester-by-semester study
plans, credit distribution tables, and publicly available educational information from the three
universities. The data were extracted, categorized, and compared according to structural and
content-based indicators. These indicators include the number and sequence of studio courses, the
length of the program, prerequisites, the ratio between studio, theoretical, technical, and elective
courses, the role of history and theory in relation to design, the place of Islamic and Iranian
architectural studies, the depth of structural and construction-related education, attention to digital
technologies, and the presence of interdisciplinary or context-oriented courses.

The comparative content analysis proceeded in four stages. First, the official design-studio sequence
of each university was reconstructed to identify its pedagogical logic. Second, supporting
theoretical and technical courses were mapped around the studio sequence to determine curricular
integration. Third, qualitative interpretations were developed regarding the dominant educational
orientation of each university. Fourth, the results were read diagnostically to reveal strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and gaps in each curriculum. To enhance validity, the analysis relied on
formal and verifiable documents rather than anecdotal accounts. To strengthen reliability, data
extraction, classification, and interpretation were organized around explicit comparative criteria.
The research does not evaluate the actual quality of teaching, instructors’ personal methods, or
students’ lived experience; rather, it focuses on the official structure and declared curricular logic of
the programs.

Conclusion: The findings show that the three universities share a staged model of design education.
In all three programs, students move from basic visual literacy, spatial perception, drawing, model-
making, and elementary design exercises toward increasingly complex projects involving function,
context, structure, environmental considerations, and professional documentation. Project-based
learning and the studio format remain the central pedagogical framework, and each curriculum
seeks to combine theoretical knowledge with practical design experience. Nevertheless, deeper
analysis reveals substantial differences in educational orientation.

The University of Tehran presents a coherent and hierarchical studio structure that emphasizes
spatial understanding, conceptual development, aesthetic judgment, historical awareness, and
critical thinking. Its design education moves from visual and formal foundations toward broader
questions of form, function, culture, urban context, and architectural meaning. In this model, the
architect is trained as a reflective designer capable of translating analytical and cultural
understanding into spatial propositions. Shahid Beheshti University, by contrast, gives greater
prominence to socio-cultural contextualism, everyday life, historical fabrics, urban realities,

environmental psychology, critical thinking, future studies, ergonomics, artificial intelligence, and
AR



b asly 5 e STl e ...é)lwfgjsuwjjéé\jmj)u}b&:zw
other interdisciplinary fields. Its curriculum encourages students to approach design as an
intervention within social, cultural, historical, and urban settings. The architect emerging from this
model is expected to be context-sensitive, socially aware, and capable of engaging with the lived
realities of place. Iran University of Science and Technology demonstrates the strongest technical
and professional orientation. Its curriculum emphasizes construction systems, structures, building
technology, quantity surveying, project management, digital tools, executive documents, and the
transition from design idea to buildable project. In this model, the architect is trained as a
technically competent professional who can coordinate design decisions with construction logic,
standards, documentation, and implementation.

The study concludes that these differences can be valuable when they create intellectual and
professional diversity within architectural education. However, when such diversity is not supported
by a coherent national framework, it may lead to fragmentation between conceptual, contextual, and
technical dimensions of architectural training. Therefore, the revision of architectural education in
Iran should not erase institutional differences, but should establish a more integrated structure in
which design studios, theoretical courses, technical knowledge, digital competence, cultural
awareness, and professional preparation reinforce one another. A desirable curriculum would
preserve the distinctive strengths of each school: the conceptual and critical depth of the University
of Tehran, the contextual and interdisciplinary richness of Shahid Beheshti University, and the
technical and executive rigor of Iran University of Science and Technology. At the same time, it
should respond to Iran’s diverse climates, cultures, historical traditions, and contemporary
professional demands. The future of architectural education in Iran depends on the ability to form
architects who are not creative designers, contextual thinkers, or technical professionals in isolation,
but integrated practitioners capable of linking meaning, place, technology, and construction within a
responsible architectural vision.

Keywords: Education, Architecture, Studio Courses, Comparative Analysis.
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